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Bonfils-Stanton Foundation names new Trustee; awards nearly 

$500,000 to Denver arts & cultural organizations 

Denver, CO (May 10, 2022) – During its recent meeting, Denver-based funder 

Bonfils-Stanton Foundation announced the appointment of Damon McLeese, 

Executive Director of Access Gallery, to its Board of Trustees and bid a 

farewell to Harold R. Logan, Jr., who stepped down after 18 years of board 

service. Along with the changes on its Board, the Foundation also awarded 

nearly $500,000 to 17 Denver arts & cultural organizations. 

“We are beyond elated to have Damon join our Board of Trustees. Damon’s years of experience in 

Denver’s arts & culture sector will be incredibly valuable as we continue to evolve the Foundation and 

our grantmaking efforts. Damon is a past Honoree of the Foundation, and is also one of our 

community’s most powerful advocates for people with disabilities - and  a really phenomenal human 

that puts caring for others on the forefront of everything he does. As we advance our equity work, his 

voice will be an important addition to the Board, ” says Gary Steuer, President & CEO of Bonfils-Stanton 

Foundation. “On another note, we are sad to say goodbye to our dear friend, Hal Logan. He served the 

Foundation in more ways than we can say, but we are forever grateful to his almost two decades-long 

commitment serving on the board. He joined the Board in 2004 and served as the Board Chair from 

2017-2020 and also chaired the investment committee from 2005-2017.” 

Damon McLeese is the Executive Director of Access Gallery where he has served for over 25 years. 

Damon is also a speaker, trainer, activist, consultant, coach, mentor and community artist. He 

specializes in unlocking the creative power of people regardless of their background – teaching those 

with Alzheimer’s and dementia how to do street art; developing photography projects for the blind; and 

hiring students with disabilities to create corporate art commissions. 

Working at the intersection of art and ability, Damon is passionate about opening avenues of 

community by providing an innovative, collaborative space where all viewpoints can be both shared and 

valued. Under his leadership, Access Gallery continues to grow and expand exponentially as it increases 

awareness of the artistic gifts individuals with disabilities have to offer. 

In addition, Bonfils-Stanton Foundation recently approved nearly $500,000 in arts & culture grants to 17 

organizations.  

“This cycle’s grant partners truly represent the rich diversity of Denver’s arts & culture offerings,” says 

Gina Ferrari, Director of Grants Program. “All of these organizations contribute so much to the vibrancy 

of our city, preserving and sharing cultural heritage, and offering economic opportunities for artists from 

all backgrounds and stages in their careers.” 

Awarded Grants: 

Buntport Theater Company 
$20,000 for general operating support (payment 3 of 3) 
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Central City Opera House Association 
$60,000 for general operating support (payment 3 of 3) 
 
The Children's Museum of Denver 
$30,000 to support Arts Engagement and Education Programming (payment 3 of 3) 
 
Colorado Photographic Arts Center 
$35,000 to support the Framing the Future capital campaign 
 
Control Group Productions 
$12,000 for general operating support 
 
Denver Biennial of the Americas 
$27,000 to support the Gabriel Rico Public Art Exhibit and related programs 
 
Denver Civic Arts Foundation 
$100,000 to support Denver Arts & Venues' planning and launch of the fundraising campaign for the 
May Bonfils Stanton Theater & Library at Loretto Heights 
 
Denver Fringe Festival 
$8,000 for general operating support 
 
Denver Young Artists Orchestra 
$20,000 for general operating support (payment 3 of 3) 
 
Emanuel Project/Chicano/a/x Murals of Colorado Project 
$20,000 to support the Denver Mural Preservation Project 
 
Grantmakers in the Arts 
$10,000 for general operating support (payment 3 of 3) 
 
Latino Cultural Arts Center 
Up to $30,000 to support Phase One of the Las Bodegas: Masterplan, pending outcome of the RFP 
process 
 
Museo de las Americas 
$35,000 for general operating support (payment 3 of 3) 
 
Philanthropy Colorado 
$5,000 for general operating support 
 
The Word, A Storytelling Sanctuary 
$10,000 to support [margins.] a festival and book fair 
 
University of Denver 
$7,000 to support the Institute for Leaders in Development (payment 2 of 3) 
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VFW Post 1 Foundation 
$60,000 for capital improvements to the Veteran Community Center on Santa Fe that allows for 
expanded gallery space and arts programming with full accessibility 
 
FOR THE MEDIA: Interviews with Gary Steuer and Damon McLeese are available along with a Bonfils-

Stanton Foundation grantee of your choosing to help tell the story about the tenacity and importance of 

Denver’s arts & cultural sector. Contact Erica Boniface today to get a slot booked: 303-717-8246 or 

Erica@ColoradoMediaNetwork.com. Full bio and headshot for Damon McLeese will be available upon 

request. 
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